Public Academy for Performing Arts
8/9 Pre-AlgebraGrade Math Room 16
Mrs. Torrez
Purpose:
This class will work on Pre-Algebra/8th grade standards , filling in gaps in skills( some lower
grade standards) based on assessment and IEP needs. This class is designed to prepare students
for Algebra Special Ed which they will take in 10th grade.
Student Activities for Learning: Students will be taught a new concept each week (or
sometimes for multiple weeks) and then based on their mastery will continue practicing
concepts independently until they are mastered -based on their IEP goals and skill deficits.
.
Assessments: Students will be assessed using a IXL diagnostic and quarterly exams at the
beginning of the year and each quarter. This will assess overall growth and mastery of concepts.
They will also be assessed by a Quiz each week to see if they need to practice the skill more
during independent practice time on Fridays following the quiz.
Attendance: Student’s will lose their attendance points for unexcused absences and ½ the
points for unexcused tardiness. Students are expected to make up missed work for both excused
and unexcused absences.
Quizzes: Students will take a quiz at the end of each topic taught. They will be given a grade
based on their proficiency. Scores below 50% will be given a 50%. Students may retake the
assessment after practicing independently on IXL and showing mastery of 80 Smart score on
that skill if they request it.
Class Activities: Students will do whole group, small group and independent work. They will
be graded on participation. As long as students are working and doing their best they will get all
their points.
Homework: Each student will be given their IXL log in. They are required to do at least 15
minutes a day of IXL on the current topic Mon, Tues, Wed and Thurs for a total of 1 hour a
week. If they reach the 80 Smart score before the hour is up, they do not have to complete the
hour. (If a student gets the hour in by doing 20 minutes for 3 days or ½ hour for 2 that will also
count, but it is better to do the 15 minutes a day)
IXL is graded as follows:
80+ smart score or the full hour a week= 100%
Students working less than one hour will be graded based on the percentage of the hour they
worked. (30 minutes would equal 50%)

If students do not complete their IXL by Friday classtime they must notify the teacher by email
if they make it up.
Make-up assignments: Students will have weekly make-up assignments posted on the Google
Classroom in case they are absent. These are posted on Monday at the classtime. They are
expected to follow the instructions and make up the work. Follow the handbook policy for
making up work.
Grading Policy:
10% attendance
10% Quizzes
60% Class activities
20% IXL Homework
Classroom Materials:
Students will not need any materials for this class. However if you want to donate Whiteboard
markers they will be using these daily.
Classroom Expectations:
1. Come in and start the bell ringer. (working on your own or with your group depending on
the prompt)
2. During whole group instruction listen with your eyes and ears
3. During Group work, conversations are about the math, and you are writing down your
math and comparing answers so each member of the group is learning. (Don’t just sit and
make your group/partner wait on you)
4. During independent work time there is no talking. Write down the math and stay focused.
No getting onto other sites on your computer.
5. REMEMBER:
• We are a class!
• Everyone is valued!
• Everyone makes mistakes!
• Treat everyone as you want to be treated!

Contact Info:
Cell #- 505-363-4612
Email ctorrez@paparts.org & ctorrez@paparts.net
If you text or email I will respond quickly during school hours. Phone calls will be
returned no later that 24 hours (during school days).

Math Standards Pre-Algebra Special Ed Math
Standards may be adjusted based on IEP needs.

In Order of Units

CC Standards

Skills

Numbers

8.NS.A.1

Types of numbers

6.EE.A.1

Exponents and
Square Roots

6.NS.C

Order of Operation

7.NS.A

Integer Operations

7.EE.A

2-Step and Multistep Equations and
inequalities

8.F. A & B

Identify a Function

Expressions and Equations

Functions and Linear Equations

Independent and
Dependent
Variable
Evaluate Functions
Graph a Function
Write a Function
from a table and
graph
Find the slope/rate
of change
Write linear
equations from
graphs, and tables
Slope Intercept
form
Standard form to
Slope intercept
Graph Linear
Equations
Geometry

8.G.A.4

Similar and
Congruent

8.G.A.5

8.G.A.5
8.G.B
7.G.B.6
8.G.C.9

AnglesSupplementary
and
Complementary
Types of Triangles
Pythagorean
Theorem
Surface Area of
Shapes
Volume of shapes

