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Administration:

Doreen Winn, Principal

Daphne Benavides, Asst Principal


Nadyne Shimada, Academic Dean

Debbie Candelaria, Registrar

                                                                                                   Stella Lavis, Administrative Assistant
The School

The Public Academy for Performing Arts (PAPA) opened its doors in 2001 with 166 students, grades 6 to 9.  In 2004, it graduated its first class with 3 seniors.  Today, PAPA is home to 350 students, grades 6 through 12 with approximately 50 students in each grade level.  Admission is through a lottery.  The student to teacher ratio is 18:1.  PAPA has met standards for adequate yearly progress from 2003 to 2009 and has a graduation rate ranging from 72% to 100%.  Approximately 50% of the students are Caucasian, 43% are Hispanic, 4% are African American, 2% are Native American, and less than 1% are Asian.  Approximately 36% of the students qualify for free or reduced lunch.  Approximately 22% of the students qualify for special education services.

Vision and Mission
Vision:  A rich integrated arts and academic curriculum in a small, diverse learning community.
PAPA’s mission is to provide dynamic interaction between a vigorous academic curriculum and the arts, preparing our students to successfully pursue their passions and talents. 

Charter

PAPA is chartered by the Albuquerque Public School (APS) Board of Education and the New Mexico Public Education Department.  As a charter school, PAPA is responsible for its own operation, including preparation of a budget, contracting for services and personnel matters.  The Governing Council sets policies for the school in accordance with its charter.  PAPA’s Governing Council consists of parents and community members with faculty and staff as advisory, non-voting members.  The Governing Council meets once a month. 
Accreditation

PAPA is accredited through North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and the New Mexico Public Education Department.

Testing

PAPA students participate in all state required testing.  The average ACT composite score for the class of 2010 was 22.4.
Post Secondary Plans

Approximately 60% of PAPA’s graduates matriculate into four-year universities or colleges, 38% matriculate into two-year community colleges, and 2% enter the military or training programs. 

Distinctive Characteristics of the Instruction

· Daily Schedule:  six periods with 60 minute classes. PAPA has an optional 7th period where students earn 
     an extra arts credit. There is also a 20 minute advisory period at the beginning of the day. This period 
     focuses on academic advisement, test preparation, team building, school spirit and social support.
· Dual Credit/concurrent enrollment:  available to qualified sophomores, juniors, and seniors with APS Career Enrichment Center, Central New Mexico Community College, and the University of New Mexico.
· Advanced Placement courses:  available on-line to qualified juniors and seniors through Ideal-NM and AVENTA Learning.
· Honors course offerings:  English 10, English 11, English 12

Elective courses in the arts include:
· Dance – Ballet, Flamenco, Jazz, Contemporary, Hip Hop

· Music – Band, Orchestra, Guitar, Choir

· Theater – Acting/Directing, Stagecraft, Theater Production, TV/Film
· Visual Arts – Studio Art, Art

Seniors are required to participate in the Senior Showcase.  Each senior will perform one solo in their
chosen performing art.
High School Graduation Requirements


	CLASS OF 2011
	CLASS OF 2012
	CLASS OF 2013
	CLASS OF 2014

	23 units to include:
· 4 units English

· 3 units math (one unit =

or > than algebra 1)

· 3 units science (1 w/lab)

· 3 units social science,

including United States

history and geography,

world history and

geography and

government and

economics

· .5 unit New Mexico

history

· 1 unit physical education

· 1 unit communication

skills or business

education or language

other than English

· 7.5 units electives

For NM Diploma, must take

and pass all sections of the

NM High School Competency

Exam
	23 units to include:
· 4 units English

· 3 units math (one unit =

or > than algebra 1)

· 3 units science (1 w/lab)

· 3 units social science,

including United States

history and geography,

world history and

geography and

government and

economics

· .5 unit New Mexico

history

· 1 unit physical education

· 1 unit communication

skills or business

education or language

other than English

· 7.5 units electives

For NM Diploma, must meet

threshold for high school exit

on 11th grade SBA or

demonstrate competence

through portfolio of

standards-based indicators
	24 units to include:
· 4 units English

· 4 units math (one unit =

or > than algebra 2)

· 3 units science (2 w/lab)

· 3.5 units social science,

including United States

history and geography,

world history and

geography and

government and

economics, and .5 unit

New Mexico history
.5 unit health
· 1 unit physical education

· 1 unit career cluster,

workplace readiness or

language other than

English

· 7 units electives

One of the above units must

be honors, Advanced

Placement, dual credit, or

distance learning

For NM Diploma of

Excellence, must meet

threshold for high school exit

on 11th grade SBA or

demonstrate competence

through portfolio of

standards-based indicators
	24 units to include:
· 4 units English

· 4 units math (one unit =

or > than algebra 2)

· 3 units science (2 w/lab)

· 3.5 units social science,

including United States

history and geography,

world history and

geography and

government and

economics, and .5 unit

New Mexico history

.5 unit health

· 1 unit physical education

· 1 unit career cluster,

workplace readiness or

language other than

English

· 7 units electives

One of the above units must

be honors, Advanced

Placement, dual credit, or

distance learning

For NM Diploma of

Excellence, must meet

threshold for high school exit

on 11th grade SBA or

demonstrate competence

through portfolio of

standards-based indicators



ILP and Next Step Plans

Students in grades 6-8 complete an Individualized Learning Plan designed to reflect the student’s art goals and academic focus. At the end of the 8th grade through 12th grade students create a Next Step Plan based on college and career readiness data. Students receiving special education support will have a transition plan through the Individual Education Plan process. 


Grade Point Average and Class Rank

Each student’s class rank is determined by his/her weighted cumulative grade point average.  The grade point scale for computing rank is as follows:

	Letter Grade
	Percent Range
	Grade Points

	A
	100 – 93
	4.00

	A-
	92 – 90
	3.67

	B+
	89 – 87
	3.33

	B
	86 – 83 
	3.00

	B-
	82 – 80
	2.67

	C+
	79 – 77
	2.33

	C
	76 – 73
	2.00

	C-
	72 – 70
	1.67

	D+
	69 – 67
	1.33

	D
	66 – 63
	1.00

	D-
	62 – 60
	0.67

	F
	< 50
	0.00

	Withdraw/Pass
	-
	-

	Withdraw/Fail
	-
	0.00


Weighted Grades

AP courses with grades of D or higher earn an additional 1.0 grade point.  Community college and university courses are unweighted and categorized as elective credits.

Clubs and Activities

Dance, Music and Theater productions, and Art make up the activity focus at PAPA. Students can also participate in MS or HS Student Council.  As charter school students, our population may also elect to participate in athletics, ROTC, dance team, and cheerleading at their home schools.
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